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ournal of Belles Bettres. 


the D 
| ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 
Paris, Jan. 23th, 1837. 
Ina hurried letter te- 


, written some days 
H ago, I gave a hasty sketch of my exciting journey of the 
F 9thinstant, and promised farther details ina future letter. 
My friends have made me tell the story so very often, 
that [ forget now how much, or what I wrote, so you 
» must excuse me if I repeat what you already know. I 
believe you are aware that a balloon ascension has long 
4 been a cherished project with me, and that I had even 
made an unsuccessful application to Mr. Durand some 
years ago in New York. This darling hope has at 
length been gratified. I have soared in the air far above 
the clouds. Have seen the earth recede from me until 
the roar of one of its greatest cities was no longer 
heard. Have been hurried in an instant and as by 
magic from the busy throng, to solitude, silence, and 
space. 

An ascension of the “ ballon monstre” was announced 
for the 9th of January, at one o'clock, from the “caserne”’ 
of the “ Faubourg Poissonniere ;” but the morning was 
cloudy, the season unfavourable, and I went about my 
usual occupation, took a Jesson from my drawing-mas- 
ter; left him at one, the hour announced for the asecn- 

sion, hoping to arrive in time to see it. At the gate 
they told me to make haste, as they were all ready for 
the start. Pushing forward through the crowd I met 
Dr. Tucker, who told me there was still a place unoccu- 
pied in the car. The temptation was too great for me 
to resist ; after an ineffectual attempt of the sentinel to 
stop me from entering the open space immediately 
around the car, I scrambled into it between the cords, 
shvok hands with the doctor and Mr. Thorne, the only 
friends near me, stooped for a moment to arrange my 
feet, when the military music and the shouts of the 
spectators attracted my attention, and upon looking over 
I found we were rising slowly and majestically above 
the heads of the crowd. 
> Hats and handkerchiefs were waved, lovely faces 
were smiling upon us; good wishes sent after us. Oar 
Movement was imperceptible; the crowd appeared to be 
“receding, and I was looking down and waving a flag, 
absorbed in the novelty of my situation, when to my 
surprise, a quantity of water* was thrown from the car 
p Upon the heads of the fine gentlemen and ladies below. 
© The next moment a cry of alarm from the crowd, and 
_ the word “sit down, huld fast,” from our aeronaut, in- 
terrupted my contemplations, and I found that we were 
) Gding against the houses. After a moment of suspense 
5, We struck, and were all tumbled together pell mell in 
BS he bottom of the car. We continued thumping and 


# gging up the wall for a few moments, the balloon 
—_—_— 


a My dear Sir, 


* This was ballast, which it became necessary to throw 

out instantly, at a moment when sand could not Le thrown 

_ Into the eyes of the spectators without injuring them. I 
at first supposed it a sort of “ mauvaise plaisanterie.” 
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‘to refrain from laughing at the figure my companions 
ghing Pp 


making a frightful noise over head, the gas forced out | 


by the shocks almost stifling us, and we rolling over each 
other, not knowing what would happen next. I must 
acknowledge it waS a moment of intense anxiety ; for- 
tunately it did not last long. The shocks ceased, the car 
swung violently; I ventured to look over, and as I did 
so, my side of the car rose against my breast, as the 
prows of the fishermen’s boats do at Long Branch when 
they ride over a high breaker. The chimneys just be- 
low us seemed swinging backwards and forwards as if 
rocked by an earthquake; but we were clear! the dan- 
ger was past. I disengaged the flag from under the 
pile of my companions, and the moment it was waved, 
the signal of our safety was answered by a shout of con- 
gratulation from the multitude below. It was impossible 


cut. They were all as pale as death, (of course I sup- 
pose I was so too,) not a word was spoken for some 
time, though I must say they made up for it when they 
recovered from the alarm. The hats had been “en- 
foncé”. and trodden under foot, with the exception of | 
Count Zixy’s, which had gone overboard with the French | 
flag. One of the Frenchmen was sea-sick in the bottom | 
of the car,—“ Oh, monsieur, je vous demande pardon—| 
mais faites tcujours monsieur.” I felt the effects of the| 
swinging, but it was soon over, and I was able to enjoy 
the joke. The car soon became steady again, and we} 





nution of objects below made us aware that we were 
rising rapidly. The crowds upon the house tops, in the 
strects, and in the squares, became indistinct, and the 
great city had the appearance of a plan in relief; in 
about three minutes after leaving the ground, we enter- 
ed the clouds, the earth disappeared, and for a short 
time we were completely enveloped in fogs and mist. 
In a minute or two more, emerging from the clouds, 
we found ourselves in bright sunshine, and the thermo- 
meter rose about twenty degrees. The anchor, (weigh- 
ing about 120 pounds,) was now let down to the extent 





requested to have a bag of sand untied, and in readiness 
to be thrown out, and these preparations made, we had 
ample time to contemplate the singularity of our situa- 
tion. A sea. of snowy clouds was spread out below us 
as far as the eye could reach. The shadow of the bal- 
loon was seen distinctly defined upon the clouds, grow- 
ing smaller and more distant as we ascended. A bright 
sun shone upon us, and a few light clouds (such as the 
sailors call mares’ tails) were seen still high above us in 
the clear blue sky. The noise of carriages from the 
city, heard some time after we had passed the clouds, 
had now ceased. The rollin of drums was then heard, 
probably from Vincennes, and then all was silent. 

The balloon moving with the wind, not a breath of 
air could be perceived, nor were we at any time sensible 
of our movement upwards or downwards; once or twice 
only, a slight rustling of the balloon, and its inclination 
from over the centre of the car, showed that we were 
entering a different current of air. Occasional openings 








between the clouds gave uz a momentary view of the 


appeared to be perfectly at rest; but the gradual dimi-|, 


of the cable, say 200 or 300 feet, each passenger was ' 





————— | 
earth, and we could see the dark strips of* cultivated 
land, and we took advantage of one of these moments of 
“look out below” to throw overboard a Jonas of a “pas. 
seriger, in the shape of a stone weighing twenty or thirty 
potinds, a piece of the chimney which we had carried off 
in the scuffle, and been obliged to take thus far, not 
daring to throw it down for fear of killing somebody. 

A, reaction now took place, and messieurs les voyageurs 
bec:ame very talkative. The accident was discussed, and 
tle difference of opinion as to its extent showed the con- 
fusion of ideas during the panic. ‘I fear we have hurt 
son iebody,” said one, “ for we knocked down a quantity 
of stones and bricks.” “A whole chimney,” thought 
an: other. “The side of a house,” said a third, and so on. 
**( Dh, que j’ai mal en cceur,” said a Frenchman. “ C'est 
Ve motion,” said his neighbour. “C’est le gaz,” said an- 
othier. “It is the swinging,” said I. “ It’s fright,” whis- 
pe.red an Englishman. All combined, perhaps. The 
w hole party had now become so loquacious, that Mr. 
G reen had some difficulty in establishing silence, in order 
thiat his directions to his assistant might be heard and 
at fended to. We were cautioned tu remain perfectly — 
q'aiet in the car during the descent, and above all were 
tc) remain in after touching, until every thing was 
scscure, as one person by jumping out might endanger 
Lhe safety of all the rest. . 

We had now been about forty minutes in the air, and 
were at an’ “yation of about a mile and a half, when 
Mr. Green told ls to look over, and say whether we ap- 
peared to be descending. No movement was perceptible, 
but I observed that the bottom of the balloon was be- 
coming flaccid, and was slightly arched upwards. A 
more careful observation downwards showed that the 
openings and irregularities in the clouds were growing 
wider apart and more distinct, and our shadow, which 

;, bad traveled off to a great distance, now approached 
| rapidly, growing larger every instant: I’ hardly think 
these symptoms would have attracted my attention how- 
ever, without his question, and was surprised when he 
announced that we were falling at a rate which would 
bring us to the ground in a very few minutes if not 
checked. Some little nervous feeling was produced by 
this piece of news, and we looked out anxiously and Hs- 
tened. The faint sound of a church bell now reached us, 
announcing our return to the abodéef.our fellow beings. 
Ave Maria! I thought of my old fayéurite quotation— 





“ When swung the déep bell in the distant tower, 
And the faint, dying day-hymn stole aloft," 


and uncovered and erossed myself as I used to doin 

. Italy, at that beautiful and poetical appeal to the devo- 
tional feeling. If I never felt insensible to this appeal. 
in the luxurious enjoyment of an Italian evening, you 
may imagine its effect under the circumstances in which 
it was now heard. ie : 

The violence which attended our departure from the 
earth, left some fceling of anxiety as to our landing, and 
we now louked anxiously to ascertain the nature of the 
country below us. Some ballast was thrown over as we 
upproached the clouds, and we now hada momentary 
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view of a small extent of country, a village, and a road, 
river, or canal, we could not determine which. The 
earth appeared very dark, as seen between, and in strong 
contrast with the white and sunlit clouds. It was soon 
again concealed from our view, until we passed through 
them, and then more ballast was thrown out, and our 
aeronaut kept us floating along over ficlds and houses at 
an elevation of about one thousand feet. We could see 
the flocks and the peasants at work, who gazed up in 
astonishment, and when we came within hailing dis- 
tance, something like the following conversation took 
place: “ Hola! la bas,—hola !—ou sommes nous !” 
“ Tiens, mais la haut, dans le ballon.” “ Mais a quel 
distance de Paris?” “A neuf lieues.” “Sur quelle 
route?” “Route de Strasbourg—merci.” 

_ We had traveled about twenty miles in rather less 
than’ an hour, and now made our final preparations -for 
landing. We were approaching a little village, Charlet, 
and saw the whole population running out to see us. A 
slight change of wind carried us towards the village, 
and we were obliged to rise a little to clear it. Then 
descended a little, but the anchor not taking hold, we 
rose again to clear a row of trees, then came down in 
the next field, the anchor fixing itself firmly in the 
earth. Mr. G. urged us-to lie down in the car at the 
moment we were to strike, and we of course took his 
advice, anticipating a violent shock. We might, how- ; 
ever, have kept our feet, as we did not strike with much7 
force. When I looked up, the cable was stretched ta.ug-ht. 
Being made fast to the hoop a few feet over our heacls, the 
car remained in its proper position, rising up and down 
a little, and the balloon, now half empty, wus blown 
over on its side, rising sometimes high in the a.ir, aiad 
then falling again, and striking the ground witht eon- 

’ siderable force. After remaining a few moments in this 
situation, we directed the peasants (who under a mis- 
taken wish to serve us had nearly cast off the arich or 
and sent us adrift,) to hold down the car until we all got 

out. It was some time after our landing before we got 
the balloon empty, and onee or twice when the wind blew, 

it had nearly broken away in spite of the efforts of s ome 
twenty or thirty men and women to secure it. One un- 
fortunate wight got his foot entangled in the netti ng, 
and was carried up fifteen or twenty feet and then 
dropped, to the great amusement of his companior.s. 
Fortunately he fell upon soft ground, and struck upce.n 


I now consider an.ascension under favourable circum- 
stances attended with much danger. Mr. Green informs |‘ 
me he has made two hundred and twenty ascensions 
without ever having met with an accident of any conse- 
quence, or even as serious as our rencontre with the 
house*tops. This was occasioned by an unexpected coup 
de vent at the moment we commenced rising. We had 
eighteen hundred weight of ballast at the time, and of 
course could have risen as fast as we pleased by throw- 
ing some over. It was our wish, however, to remain in 
sight as long as possible, and a sudden puff of wind car- 
ried us against the high walls which surrounded the 
“caserne.” The wall we touched must have been seventy 
or eighty feet high. The great size of the balloon makes 
it rather difficult to secure in landing, as the power of 
the wind is enormous upon so large and light a body, 
and you may imagine what it is for a car containing 
eight persons to strike the ground when going at the 
rate of twenty miles an hour. It is also a disadvantage 
to have so many companions: too much like a steamboat 
full of people in search of the picturesque. One should 
be left to the enjoyment of his own reflections in such a 
situation. Entice solitude I should prefer; but it re- 
quires consiant atiention to manage the balloon. Mr. 
Green was so much occupied during our expedition, that 
it was difficult to get any information from him. He 
has since informed me that the slightest change in the 
temperature, a few degrces, would make the balloon rise 
or fall. I think the most agreeable mode for an amateur 
would be to ascend with one person, a man experienced 
and cool, (you could not find a better than Mr. Darand, 
of New York,) and leave the whole management to him, 
and occupy himself in his observations and reflections. 
I have no doubt that these excursions will soon be- 
come quite common. The greatest objection at present 
is the expense. As one of the French papers observed, 
“on risque sa vie,—mais, six cents franes! c’est autre 
chose.” Every one to his liking, but I am sure J should 
much rather have a balloon than a yacht: Mr. Green is 
serious in his desire to attempt an aerial voyage across 
the Atlantic, and wishes to fiiid somebody who will ac- 
company him. He thinks that by taking advantage of 
the prevalent winds he could cross from some part of the 
American continent to Europe or Africa in a few days. 
At the rate we traveled, seven days would have been 
enough, and there was very little wind apparently at the 





a part where there was no danger of breaking neck or 
limb. “He seemed, however, to consider it a “mauvaise 
plaisanterie,” and was far from enjoying the joke wit-h 
his companions. When we had got the balloon rollec| 
up, I rode over in a cart with two of my fellow-travellers: 
to the nearest post town, where we found a more speedy 
conveyance, and got back to Paris before eight o'clock. 
There.was a reception at General Cass’s in the even- 
ing, where I found nearly all my friends assembled, and 
received their congratulations on my safe return, and 
was obliged tu talk and tell my story over so often that 
I grew quite hoarse... It appeared that they had been in 
great alarm for our safety, and considered us in immi- 
nent danger until they saw my flag. Some of the crowd 
declared they had seen a man fall from the car; others 
that we had swept the people off the house top in owr 
passage. 1 Have been twice to examine the locality, once 
with our townsman Mr. Fisher—whv saw the whole 
affair, and gave-me a very distinct account of the man.- 
ner in which we struck—and have a correct sketch of thie 
chimneys ard hoffe tops, &e., from which I will send 
you a drawing represewting our situation. We hid 
knocked off the coping and two or three courses o¥ stone 
from a wall. I could not Jearn that any body had been 


hurt by the fall of the stones. 

And now you will ask me whether the enjoyment 
compensated. me for the risk. Indeed it did., The sen- 
sations felt I shall never forget;-and I never did, nor do 


surface of the ground. He startied me by saying he 
might have been in Turkey the day after his arrival from 
London in Coblentz. He had better try a journey over- 
land to India ar China first. Is there not something 
sublime in the idea of these rapid journeys over such 
immense distances? I asked him how he could tell in 
«what direction he was moving at night, when the earth 
could not be seen, or when he was passing over the sea. 
His plan is to let down a cord of one thousand feet or 
so, which is to trail over the land or water, and would 
of course be carried out in the direction from which he 
was moving; this direction could be determined by the 
stars or compass. I suppose he could ascertain his place 
by astronomical observations for latitude and Iungitude, 
but I see no mode by which he could keep any sort of 
dead reckoning.’ Ie is not, however, a communicative 





persen, and I could not get much out of him. Like most 
of his countrymen, he seems disposed to make a mystery 
of his business, and keep the results of his experience 
for his own private benefit. The great capacity of his 
balloon enables him to carry an immense quantity of 
ballast, and consequently to remain a long while in the 
air, and I have no doubt important meteorvlogical ob- 
servations and discoveries may result from his ascen- 
sions, should he be accompanied. by scientific men sup- 
plied with good instruments. Constant or prevalent 
winds may perhaps be found at certain altitudes, which 


and one of the first peculiarities which arrested. 
attention was the quarrelsgme manners and tone of 
negroes in the streets of Kingston. Their wra; 
with each other on the wharves and at the cp 
strongly contrasted with the habits of the same cles 

















Frori the Note Book of a Traveller.—No, 3 
On the 4th of November, 1835, we reached J, 
































persons in Cuba. Lach day I walked out in King 
I witnessed more quarreling, scolding, abuse and ép 
ing among the labouring class, than during the 
month [ spent in St. Jago. It appeared to me congt 
tional—it may be partly political. There are gam 

things which at first sight strike the stranger's mh 
their true colours; there are others which time ar ie 





nt 



















form a majority,) have such a preponderance in th 
of Kingston, that I was astonished to find two od 
three of the delegates to the house of assembly from, 
that city were men of colour. oa 
Six men of colour had recently been chosen to the | 
legislature from different parishes. There had: never 
been more than two of this class elected previously, ad 
none before the year 1831. The mayor and aldermen 
of Kingston are chosen every thrée years, and with the,, 
common council form. the municipality. Two of the 
aldermen last elected are negroes, and some of the cot 
cil are men of colour. One is a master drayman, a 
other owns property in the fisheries, two confection¢ es 
a dealer in pickles, and a schoolmaster, are also meh 
tioned as administrators of, and under, the new r kt 
tions. The governor, Lord Sligo, adinitted some colotie 
ed persons of education to his table. a 
Some negroes have been introduced among the pd 
officers of Kingston, since the institution of speciab@ 
gistrates by the mother country. J saw one taking? 
rounds through the market house, dressed in ana on 
blue coat with red collar. He acts as an ordinary 
stable, and arrests any person, white or other, ¥ 
offends the laws. : 
On tke 10th of November the house of delegates’ 
sembled at Spanish Town, and I-had an opportunity ® 
seeing those elected. One of the coloured memberé! is a 
assembly appeared to be greeted with much co di 
by the gentlemen who encountered him. He wae 
very light complexion, respectable and intelligent in his; 
appearance, wealthy, and the custos of his parish. ee. 
The darkest man of colour in the assembly, in appr ie 
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/may be taken advantage of for certain journeys, but at 








ance about half blood, is the editor of a newspapel 
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present the ascensions are mere matters feutiage a = 

‘voyages d’agrement,”—picturesque and exciting , Kings 

menades. Se. Sosiet. 

I wish I could convey to you by words one tenth} % ability 
the enjoyment I experienced, but this would was » able. 

powers of description far beyond my reach, -— * 

I remain yours, sincerely, 5 L — 

ae was al 

NEGROES OF JAMAICA: plexio 

THE NEW SYSTEM IN JAMAICA, white 
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perience modify or entirely change. The above, i Dr. E 
ever, I consider a very distinct peculiarity. In ¥ public 
house of correction I found two thirds of the inmat * the c: 
women, who were confined for fighting, quarreling, and “appre 
petty thefts. to the 

It is a curious fact that the English and French but tl 
creole negroes have each a language distinct from that appea 
of the white nation which governs them. It is com ligent 
posed of an intermingling of various African dialects more 
with the European, and an Englishman or Frenchman, of the 
must learn this, like a new language, before he ean un. In 
derstand them, while the Spanish creole negro speaks a j the ¢ 
comparatively pure Castilian. a bly, : 

Since the right of suffrage has been extended teal separ 
who pay a tax or own a [reehold of the annual value often differ 
pounds, the coloured and black freeholders (the nogtoe Dr 
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case before it was an assault of four blacks upon another 


< [was informed that more than 4000 children receive 


© largest, which are conducted according to the system of 


; ital and lunatic asylum, built for the use of the 
; 
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a distributor of tracts, and agent of the Bible 
He is said to be a man of good natural 
shrewd, and untract- 


Kingsto fai 
~~ Sosiet . . 
EY ro, bat violent in his language, 


A modest, methodistical-looking young man, neatly 
d in black, his skin and hair of such light colour 
that I did not distinguish the traits of African descent, 
qas also pointed out as being of this caste. His com. 

ion was paler than that of the great majority of 
white gentlemen who sat about him. 
[ entered the court house at Kingston and saw two of 

‘\ the common council presiding ; one was a black, the other 


« 


gman of colour. This municipal court sits every morn- 


° ing to hear causes referring to the apprentices. The 


ono of the same colour. -The hall was filled with ne- 

who looked on with great seeming interest. In 

dress, manner, and general behaviour, they presented a 

“much superior appearance to any assemblage of the 
E> game colour I had ever scen upon similar occasions. 

The population of Kingston is estimated at 25,000. 


E imitruction in 85 public schools, open to each sex, and to 
a all classes, coloars, and religions. I visited three of the 


Dr. Bell, modified by the Scotish practice. In those 
public schools where instruction is gratuitous, as was 

P ® the case with those I saw, all children are received, even 
apprentices. There was no distinction made according 
to the colour. Some of the monitors are perfectly black, 
but the great majority are neither black nor white. The 
appearance of the children exhibited good health, intel- 
ligence, and cordiality. Private schools are, of course, | 
more exclusive ; many of these are conducted by persons 
of the Hebrew religion. . 

In the churches, the schools, the hospitals, the jails, 
the courts, the house of correction, the house of assem- 
bly, and the king’s house, there was no distinction or 
separation, as is usual with us, between the persons of 
different colours. 

Dr. Bancroft did me the favour to show me the public 


“sland. Two hundred patients are arranged without 
any reference to cclour. in the episcopal churches, 
which were well attended, the majority consisted of free 
persons of colour, some of whom sat in pews with re- 
’ spectable whites. It was much the same in the catholic 
chapel; but in the Scotish presbyterian church there 
were nol so many of the coloured caste. In the large 
baptist and methodist chapels, overflowing with people, 
almost all the congregation were coloured and blacks, 
the latter forming the largest proportion. It is about 
ten years since the children of different complexions 
* began to mingle together in the schools and churches. 
Tam told that very great changes of sentiment have 
» taken place within a few years upon that subject. Some 
years ago a black man of fortune brought over from 
‘England a white woman as a servant, whom he after- 
Wards married. The negro women were so much scan- 
f dalised at what they termed his impudence, that he 
y Was violently abused by them upon every opportunity. 
» The marriage ceremony was lately performed in one of 
; the country parishes, between a white English woman 
and a negro, without exciting any particular rebuke. 

Cottnections between women of colour and the whites 
ate now sanctioned by marriage, which formerly existed 
Without that tie, and marriages are more frequent among 
the negroes and coloured people themselves. I was told 
they evince more self-respect than formerly. 

I had an opportunity of seeing some of the sugar 
plantations near Kingston. On one of 1000 acres, at 
Which I breakfasted, (13th November,) there were 216 
Apprentices, but only 130 acres in canes, The gang, 


| Fulfilled. 





tempered. Old women were cooking in the field, whil 
at the same time they took care of the young children,, 
all under six years old being free. 'The hands receive: 
an allowance of salted fish from t'ne proprietor, althoug 

the law does not require it,.for they have a day and ; 
half, besides Sunday, of every week at their own dis 

posal, io raise their own provisions, on grounds allottec 
for that purpose. Their labour is limited to nine hour: 
each day; thus only forty and a half hours per week ar: 
for the master’s service. The daily task is set according 
to the strength of the gang, and this is usually complet 

ed before the period affixed by law. They seldom get t:' 
the field before six o’clock in the morning. The overseei; 
desired the hands, upon some pressing occasion, to work! 
a day extra for wages; only one fourth of the people 
accepted the invitation. Beginning at six in the morn- 
ing, they accomptished their usual daily task by three 
o'clock in the afternoon, earning, each of them, fifty 
cents, at the rate of twelve and a half cents for every 
four feet of cane-hole or trench; they then broke off 
unanimously. 

On Fridays and Saturdays the negro apprentices are 
seen approaching the city in crowds, loaded with the 
produce of their gardens, or leading asses carrying pan- 
niers filled with fruits, vegetables, poultry, pigs, kids, &c. 





The money they thus receive is ali their own, and they 
can will it to whom they please. A physician, who was 
present, informed me that, during an insurrection, a ne- 
gro slave who was taken in arms und ordered to be shot, 
mentioned to the clergyman who attended him at his 
last moments to whom he wished his pigs, poultry, fur- 
niture, trinkets, nets, and canoe to be given. His will 
was written upon the sput, aud his bequest faithfully 


I met a gentleman who had twenty German emi. 
grants, Hanoverians and Brunswickers, in the moun-- 
tains on a coffee estate, where he described them to be 
well satisfied. Sixteen pounds are allowed by the islanc| 
for each emigrant. During one year they are fed, 
clothed, and lodged by the proprietor, without wages ; 
working the same number of hours as the apprentices. 
After that time, they are hired and allowed grounds fre e, 
of rent. This gentleman had lost none by sicknes:;, 
whereas the Germans who remained in the plains su f- 
fered severely from the climate. 

There exists very great difference of opinion amon g 
the people of this island, with regard to the ultimate 
effects of the new system. The depreciation of the 
value of real estate much embarrasses those interested 
in the sales. A master in chancery, at Spanish Town, 
tuld me that some properties would not sell for more 
than their former annual rents. The panic, however, 
among the whites is not so great as I expected to find 
it, and their exertions to overcome the feelings and pre- 
possessions incidental to their peculiar position, are 
much greater than I thought possible there. I hearc! 
several merchants of great intelligence declare their 
belief that the system would work well if any thing like 
prudent measures were pursued by the planters. I 
heard two prominent members of assembly, both very 
much opposed to the. measures pursued by the British 
government, acknowledge that they apprehended much 
more mischief would already have been felt than has: 
yet been experienced. Some believe that the anticipated’ 
evils will certainly arise, that were looked for too early. 
While others, decidedly in opposition to recent regula- 
tions, are making arrangements for the quiet termina- 
tion of the apprenticeships. One gentleman, extensively 
engaged in commerce and agriculture, has desired his 
people to consider, in good time, what they will do. In 
1840 they will be free from their master, and, as he 
said,*he free from them.” He proposes to warn them six 
months before the termination of their apprenticeship 
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to quit his premises; they. may then decide whether 


they will work for wages, or on shares, in the same 
culture as heretofore. ; 

From all I could learn in the city, greater hopes are 
now entertained of permanent tranquillity than formerly, 
although many have very gloomy antivipations for the 
future. 

People walk or ride about late at night in country or 
city, either in Cuba or Jamaica, with perfect seeurity ; 
sand answers are rendered by any labourer, or other per- 
son casually met in the way, with very general civility. 


i 
EDITOR’S TABLE. 


/imerican Natural History, by John D.-God- 
man, M. D.; to which is added, his,last 
work, The Rambles of a Naturalist ; witha 
Biographical Sketch of the Author. Hogate 
& Thompson, Philadelphia. £0 ' 


The name of Godman is dear te al] who know 
his works, and doubly so to those who had the 
}leasure of his personal acquaintance. Long 
vvill his memory be hallowed, and the remem- 
Iorance of his many virtues kindly cherished. 
}He was an ardent adorer of nature, penetrating 
Iner haunts with the spirit. of an enthusiastic 
disciple ; examining into her ways with the 
ardour of a‘true worshipper, not blindly, but 
zealously and wisely; paying his adoration, not 
to stocks and stonés, but to the Great Original, 
whose transcendent power and wisdom spoke 
so pre-eminently in the evidence he was per- 
mitted to investigate. , 

Dr. Godman was one of the most qualified 
of inen to write on natural history. To a mind 
of peculiar discrimination, he joined the mo- 
desty of real greatness ; and to untiring indus- 
try, he added the quality of being open to con- 
viction. He had no theory to support—nature 
was his mistress, and her laws his study. The 
consequence inevitably was, an intimate know- 
ledge of the laws of organised life, satisfactory 
information of the habits and instincts of ani- 
mals, illustrated in lucid language, conveying 
his own conceptions distinctly and clearly to 
the reader. 

The work now before us bears full evidence 
of the truth of these remarks, and we have 
pleasure in adding, that the edition, in all its 
relations, of engraving, paper, &c., can be 
strongly recommended. 

Those beautiful sketches, the Rambles of a 
Naturalist, are appended now, for the first 
time, to his natural history. ‘These were the’ 
dashings of his pen, while prostrate on his 
death-bed. His mind could not be idle; and 
well and painfully we remember seeing him 
thus occupied, propped with pillows, his hand 
going with rapid action, embodying on paper 
the workings of his mind, and without’ repe- 
rusal sent to the world.as they now appear. 
Death arrested him in his exertions, and thue 
deprived the world of another brilliant evidence 
of his stores of knowledge and-of his charming 
mode of communication. 


We would earnestly call on all the lovers of _ - 


natural history to supply themselves with the 
work. a sa 

Recovery of Treasure—In oursnext publi- 
cation we shall insert a very extraordinary nar- 
rative of the recent loss of the Phetis frigate, 
near Rio Janeiro, and of the recovery of a large 
amount of gold and silver, by means of the 
diving bell; it includes a full aceount of the 
operations of the officers, and the sufferings 
endured. Upwards of jive hundred and eighty 
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thousand dollurs were recovered and shipped 
for London. It is an unaffected, straight-for- 
ward story, which has greatly interested all who 
have enjoyed an opportunity of perusing it. 


Prior’s Life of Goldsmith will be our next 
book after the above; we observe that a Phila- 
delphian edition is to be issued this week by 
Carey & Hart. 


Booksellers.—A booksellers’ dinner is to be 
served at the City Hotel, New York, on Thurs- 
day next, of which several of our literary citi- 
zens have been politely invited to partake. 


The French Guide——We have examined 
with some care a new school-book, by A. N. 
Girault, entitled, ** The French Guide ; or an 
Introduction to the French language,” which is 
certainly well adapted to the object for which 
it*is intended. Some improvements and facili- 
ties are offered by this Guide which will prove 
particularly useful, and we have no doubt it will 
be equally successful with the author's *‘ Vie de 
Washington,” and “other school-books, now so 
generally introduced. It is printed by Henry 
Perkins of this city. 

The Difference.—The Historical Memoirs of 
his Own Time, by Sir N. W. Wraxall, of which 
a new edition is reported in our London list of 
new books, in four volumes octavo, is sold for 
eleven dollars ; we gave it for fifty cents! 


Balloons.—We cannot doubt that all classes 
of readers will be highly interested in the ac- 
count of the balloon ascension from Paris, 
kindly furnished us by an aitentive and intelli- 
gent correspondent. Mr. Green’s balloon, with 
himself for captain, would be a good substitute 
for a pleasure yacht, and would have this ad- 
vantage for the men of too much leisure, that 
they could create an excitement for themselves 
whenever they pleased, without resorting to 
the expedient of the Parisian sisters who were 
asked whose funeral they had been attending; 
they did not know; then why go? The answer 
implies an avidity for sensation which is per- 
haps enjoyed by many; it was ‘to create a 
sensation in the region of the heart.” 

Of the probability of steering balloons we 
find the following speculations in a late Black- 
wood’s Magazine :— 


“ We understand that Mr. Green doubts of the future 
possibility of steering the balloon. ‘That it is beyond 
our power at present, is admitted. But what stecrs a 
bird? What enables that floundering voyager, a crow, 
to steer perfectly at his will from field to forest, and 
make turnings among the branches that would raise 
the envy of the Jockey Club? What steers and carries 
the wild swan, as heavy as an infant, a thousand miles 
ahead through the tempest and against the tempest? 
The united action of the wings and the tail. The 
buoyancy of the balloon would render the wings unne- 
cessary, except for addition to the steerage power. The 
true and only difficulty to be mastered is, that of en- 
abling the balloon to go faster or slower than the wind; 
for it is only in such cases that the rudder can have any 
thing to act upon. The steerage of a bird and ofa fish 
exhibit the power of direction in a surrounding element. 
The means are complete in both, but varied, from the 
circumstances of the animal. The bird derives its 
buoyancy from the wing; the tail, whose chief or only 
purpose is steerage, scarcely aiding that buoyancy, and 
being scarcely movable but in the lateral direction re- 
quired for the steerage. The fish is generally buoyant 
by its nature. The tail supplies at once its progress 
and direction, and it is therefore a powerful and pecn- 
liarly active instrument. Either would answer the 
purpose of the balloon. But its buoyancy brings it 
nearer to the fish than the bird. Its requisite would be 
a rudder of such length and force, as at once to accele- 
yate (ur retard) and guide. This rudder might be a 
Jong frame, with a wheel or vane kept in rapid motion 
atitsend. For this some modification of the steam- 


- 


engine would be required; but we have overcome so 
many of the difficulties of the steam-engine, that we are 
not entitled to doubt much of ultimate success even here.” 


Ferney.—Ferney, replete with many recollections, 
has been sold by auction. Thisestate in the hands of 
the new proprietor, who has more taste for trade than 
for literature, is to be turned into a beet-root sugar 
manufactory. The little chapel which bore the inscrip- 
tion, “ Deo erexit Voltaire,” is about to be converted 
either into a barn or stable. 


Variety.—We have taken an opportunity be- 
tween the publication of two books to empty 
the best portion from a large selection of maga- 
zine articles which have accumulated on our 
table, and cannot doubt that this variety will 
meet with general approval. 


Erratum.—In the notice of Buckland’s Geology in 
our Jast Journal a singular error crept in, which we are 
desirous to correct. For “ whether persecuted in words 
or works,” read presented. 
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List of new books published in London to latest 
dates. 


Rouillon’s Bibliothéque Portative des Dames, Vols. IX. 
and X.; Histoire de la Gréce, par M. le Comte Ségur. 
Curiosities ot’ Medical Experience, by Dr. Milleugeit, 2 
vols. 8vo. Recollections of Europe, by J. I’. Cooper, 2 
vols. ‘The Path of Peace, by John S. C. Abbott, 24ino, 
Rev. T. Adam’s Exposition of the Four Gospels, by the 
Rev. A. Westoby, 2 vols. 8vo. A Geographical, Statisti- 
cal, and Commercial Account of the Russian Ports in 
the Black Sea, from the German, 8vo. Memorial of F. 
R. H. Semesby, by his Father, 12mo. Manuella, the 
Executioner’s Daughter, a Story of Madrid, 3 vols. 8vo. 
Historical Memoirs of His Own Time, by Sir N. W. 
Wraxall, new edition, 4 vols. 8vo. Tbe Young Chr.-- 
tian’s Anecdote Library; Christian Martyrs, 3:° , 
Falkner, a Novel, by the author of “ Frankenstein,’ 3 
vols, post 8vo. 
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Hew American Publications. 


The Letters and Works of Lady Mary Wortley Mon- 
tagu, edited by her great grandson Lord Wharncliffe. 
2 vols. L2m0. Philadelphia: Carey, Lea & Blanchard. 

The Life of Oliver Goldsmith. By James Prior, Esq. 
Svo. Philadelphia: Carey & Hart. 

Abel Allnut. By the author of Hajji Baba. 2 vols. 
12mo. Philadelphia: Same publishers. 

Twice Told Tales, by Nathaniel Hawthorne. 2 vols. 
12imo. Boston, 

The Young Lady’s Friend. By a Lady. 
Boston. 

Arithmetic on a New Plan. 
Voorhees, 


18mo. 
New York: Scofield & 
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REMITTANCES BY MAIL. 


> Gentlemen making remittances by checks, would 
confer a favour by having them marked “ good,” by the 
cashier of the bank. 


Mar. 2,—N. J. Powers, Utica, N. Y. 
: 2,—A. B. Grosh, Utica, N. Y. 
Feb. 20,—Frank Washburne, White Oak Spring, W. T. 
Mar. 8,—C. Battey, Augusta, Ga. 
8,—E. M. Thornton, Paris, Ky. 
28,—J. G. Graham, Norfolk, Va. 
13,—E. Martin, White Hall, N. Y. 
16,—Anthony Ihbrie, Easton, Pa. 
8,—Jno. G. Owen, Montgomery, Ala. 
8,—Thos. I. Rees, Marshall, Michigan. 
4,—Rev. W. H. Ellison, Bellvue, Ga. 
4,—H. C. Bunce, Marshall, Michigan. 
16,—A. N. Bourdon, Petersburg, Va. 
Jan. 17,—I1. W. Huntington, Green Oak, Mi. 
Mar. 15,—Calvin Selden, Esq. Norridgewock, Me. 
8,—John E. Hunt, Maumee City, Ohio. 
—— 8,—Mrs. J. H. Forsyth, Maumee City, Ohio. 


Feb. 
Mar. 


Agents, on remitting money, will confer a 
great favour, and save much unpleasant feeling, 
hy letting us know the individual subscribers 
who should be credited. For want of this in- 
formation, bills are sometimes sent to those who 
have paid. 














Agents for this Tork, 
MAINE.—Bancor, Duren & Thatcher. iy 
VERMONT.—Monrre ier, George P. Walton, 
MASSACHUSETTS. 

Boston, W. H. S. Jordan. 

Worcester, Clarendon Harris. 
CONNECTICUT. 

New Haven, Herrick & Noyes. 

HarrtrorD, Roderick White. 
RHODE ISLAND. 

Pawtucket, J. M‘Intyre & Co. 

Provipence, A. S. Beckwith. 
NEW YORK. 

New York, Peter Hill, 11, Old Slip, 

Wesr Point, J. H. Holt. 

Epson, P. Dean Carrique. 

Acsany, W.C. Little. 

Rocuester, C. & M. Morse. 

Utica, Wim. Williams. 

Burrato, A. Wilgus. 

Scnenectapy, Samuel Andrews. 
NEW JERSEY. 

Trenton, D. Fenton & B. Davenport. 

Satem, J. M. Hannah. 

Princeton, R. E. Hornor, 

Newark, J. M-lutyre. 
PENNSYLVANIA. 

Maucn Cuunk, William H. Sayre. 

Lancaster, James F. Flood. F 

Easton, A. H. Reeder. 

Porrsvitte, B. Bannan. 

Monrtrosr, W. L. Post, P. M. 

Yors, D. Small, P. M. 

Pirrssurcn, Johnston & Stockton. 

Cuamserssure, Matthew Smith. 

Wirxessarre, E. W. Sturdevant. 

Caruis.e, George M. Phillips & Co. 
OH10.—Cincinnati, Corey & Fairbanks, 

Alexander Flash. 

Cotumeus, J. N. Whiting. 

Maonmees, John E. Hunt, P. M. 

Sreusenvitye, J. & B. Turnbull. 

ZANESVILLE, Adam Peters—Uriah Parke. 
MARYLAND. 

Battimore, N. Hickman, 

Annapotis, J. Greene, P. M. 

CamsrivcGe; C. Lecompie, P. M, 

Darnestrown, L. W. Candier, 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Wasuincton Ciry, Frank Taylor. 

Acexanpria, W. Morrison. 
VIRGINIA.—Ricumonp, R. D. Sanxay. 

Norroik, R. C. Barclay,—U. H. Forbes & 

Perenrssura, A. N. Bourdon. 

Lyncneora, A. R. North. 

Portsmoutn, U. H. Forbes & Co. : 

FreverickszurG, John Coakley; E. M‘Dowell, 

University or Vincinia, C. P. M‘Kennie. , - 
KENTUCKY. “We 
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Louisvitte, John M. Campbell. 
TENNESSEE. § 4 

Nasuvitte, White & Norvell, W. A. Eichbaam.” 

Lestneton, John W. Trumbull. fe 
NORTH CAROLINA. 

Rateicu, Turner & Hughes. 

Faverrevit_e, J. M. Stedman. 

SOUTH CAROLINA. 

Cnareston, John P. Beile. 

Campen, A. Young. 

Cocumaia, B. D. Plant. 

Sumrervitie, H. Haynesworth. 
GEORGIA.—Avuevusta, T. H. Plant. 

Savannan, W. T. Williams. 

MISSISSIPPI. 

Natcuez, F. Beaumont. 

Granp Gutr, William M. Smyth. 
ALABAMA.—Moaiz#, J. S. Kellogg & Co. 
LOUISIANA.—New Onrteans, C. H. Ba 

Francisvit.e, J. M. Bell, P. M. 
MISSOURI.—Sr. Louis, Meech & Dinnies. © 
MICHIGAN.—Derrorr, George S. Meredith. 
CANADA. Woe 

Quesec, J. Tardiff. 

Cornwatt, U. C. Duncan M‘Donell. 

Montrear, Armour & Ramsey. 

Toronto, J. Ballard. 

Brockvittr, Wm. Bewell, Jr. & Co. 

Hamixton, James Ruthven & Co. 

Wituiam Henry, Peter M‘Nie. a 
NEW BRUNSWICK.—Frepericxton, Robort Gwe 

Sr. Jouns, Alexander Robertson. 





